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Foreword  
 

European cities need to find new and innovative solutions for dealing with climate change.  Creating 

more sustainable energy communities in the urban context is an essential part of increasing energy 

efficiency, reducing emissions and generally realising a sustainable, low-carbon society.   

Cities are increasingly recognised for their ability to play a catalytic role in addressing climate 

change, not least because the majority of emissions are generated by urban areas.  This is why the 

partners involved in this project came together to establish the PEPESEC project, within the context 

of EUROCITIES (www.eurocities.eu) the network of major European cities, which brings together the 

local governments of more than 140 large cities in over 30 European countries. PEPESEC aims to 

build upon the success of the EUROCITIES Declaration on Climate Change, the European 

/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ Covenant of Mayors initiative and the development of new initiatives around the 

concept of ά{ƳŀǊǘ /ƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴǎέ. 

PEPESEC focuses on ways that best practice in energy planning, particularly from countries such as 

Sweden, can be replicated and enhanced through greater partnership working with stakeholders 

from the public, private and community sectors. PEPESEC brought together a dynamic and diverse 

set of partners from across the EU and the project demonstrates just how transferable and 

adaptable this experience can be if there is the commitment from stakeholders to make partnership 

work at a local and regional level. 

In addition PEPESEC demonstrates the real opportunities that exist today for harnessing innovation 

through creative use of digital technologies to address climate change, especially to increase energy 

efficiency through a partnership approach to energy planning.  The role cities have to play in 

achieving Europe-wide climate change targets, in partnership with EU institutions and Member 

States, is vital.  Current implementation of recovery plans to address the financial crisis makes it all 

the more urgent for cities to take the lead in tackling climate change using technologically innovative 

approaches. 

PEPESEC provides a significant legacy of experience, expertise and best practice exemplars which are 

now available for all to use. The project partners are continuing to work with EUROCITIES and the 

Covenant of Mayors to ensure that this legacy is made as fully accessible and available as possible as 

a sustainable asset and catalyst for future action. We would like to thank the IEE Programme for its 

support and all of the project partners who worked so hard to make this the success we all believed 

it could be. 

Dave Carter 

Head of Manchester Digital Development Agency, Manchester City Council  

 

http://www.eurocities.eu/
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Executive Summary  
 

Project Background  

 

Partnership Energy Planning as a tool for realising European Sustainable Energy Planning - PEPESEC 

was a 30 month project funded by the Intelligent Energy Europe Programme which ran from January 

2008 to June 2010.  

Partners from  six countries and nine municipalities, Greater Manchester, Manchester & Oldham in 

the UK, Malmo in Sweden, Murcia in Spain, Genoa in Italy, Amaroussion & Thessaloniki in Greece 

and Katowice in Poland, were involved in the project.  

The overall objectives of the project focused on supporting the emergence of European sustainable 

energy communities through increasing the use of local community planning for the efficient supply, 

distribution and use of both renewable and conventional energy sources. It aimed to achieve this 

through extending the use of existing best practice energy planning methodologies, particularly 

those based on experience in Sweden. These were then further developed through the addition of 

innovative techniques to facilitate the enhanced involvement of citizens, senior decision makers 

(including politicians), market actors and other stakeholders whose buy-in and actions are required 

to deliver energy planning more effectively. 

 

Methodology  

 

Sweden has over 30 years of experience in energy planning, and the project was primarily concerned 

with adapting the Swedish Model of Energy Planning across other European cities.  The City of 

Malmo and SEA (Skane Energy Agency) led in this knowledge transfer.  

The project focused on four main  elements of energy planning:  

¶ developing a description and analysis of the current situation; 

¶  defining targets; 

¶  creating an Action Plan; 

¶ creating follow up actions to support implementation and delivery.  
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The PEPESEC project used this model to provide a foundation for the development of energy 

planning in each of the partner city-regions.  

An initial workshop took place in Malmo to which all partners were invited, and further workshops 

and site visits took place across the other partners. This programme was supported by a range of 

online resources, the development of a best practice guide, and by a telephone helpdesk provided 

by the Swedish partners.  

 

Energy Planning for Sustainable Communities  

 

Each partner city-region developed at least one energy plan. In total 11 energy plans were 

developed for the 9 municipalities (including  one for two different  areas of Malmo and Murcia).  

Greater Manchester  

Greater Manchester consists of  ten districts, two of which, (Oldham and Manchester) developed 

individual energy plans as part of PEPESEC. Collectively the more strategic energy planning work at 

the Greater Manchester level is helping develop and improve a framework to support detailed 

planning required at local level, and help shape the partnership needed to deliver the actions to 

deliver a low-carbon economy. 

 

Manchester 

aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ άManchester, A Certain Futureέ a strategic framework of actions that need 

to be taken by organisations and individuals throughout the City to address the challenges and 

opportunities  presented by climate change between now and 2020. It included contributions from 

over 100 stakeholders and has high targets for energy efficiency and carbon reduction.  

Oldham  

The  Oldham Partnership, the local strategic partnership representing public, private and community 

sector partners, is working to develop an energy plan for the  district as part of achieving a more 

joined up approach to climate change, and to contribute to city region wide (Greater Manchester) 

structures.  

Murcia  

The production of the Energy Plans was carried out following the methodology proposed in the 

different work packages of the project , involving stakeholders, setting targets, analyzing strategic 

sectors and finally following common indicators.  This took place in two contrasting areas of Murcia,  

Puento Tocinos and Sucina. 
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Malmo  

The City of Malmö has just passed a new Energy Strategy (2009-2020) and a new Environmental 

Programme (2009-2020) with coordinated targets for energy and climate. 

Residential energy plans for two local neighbourhoods, in Rosengård and Hyllie, developed through 

PEPESEC, were completed in spring 2010. 

 

Genoa 

Genoa used the energy planning process elaborated in the PEPESEC project as a pilot action  in the 

neighbourhood areas of Media Val Bisagno ς Municipio IV, in order to use this in the elaboration of 

ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ DŜƴƻŀ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ aŀȅƻǊǎέΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ DŜƴƻŀ 

signed in February 2009.   

Amaroussion 

Having as its main goal the reduction of the greenhouse gasses, the increase of energy efficiency 

and rational energy sources management the Energy Plan of the Municipality of Amaroussion  

constitutes the framework in which energy actions and projects will be integrated in order for their 

environmental policy to be implemented. 

 

Thessaloniki 

The Municipality of Thessaloniki has prepared the first version of its Energy Plan regarding the 

Energy Use and Minimisation for the period 2009 ς 2020. It includes measures, actions and works for 

the improvement of the building - urban environment and transportation, promotion of renewable 

energy sources, and the improvement of the environmental management and protection 

infrastructures. 

 

Katowice  

Katowice developed its first energy plan in 1993 and under PEPESEC the local methodologies being 

used to produce an updated Energy Plan were evaluated,  missing topics were discussed, the vision 

and strategy of development of local energy system in Katowice were presented and a new standard 

of energy planning has been proposed.  

Energy Planning Best Practice  

 

The development of the sustainable energy plans was accompanied by the development of a series 

of resources and other best practice that can be used by the partners and other cities going forward 

to develop their own energy plans.  

A knowledge base of best practice case studies was developed and made available online at 

www.pepesec.eu. These best practice case studies were sourced from across Europe via the 

Eurocities network ς www.eurocities.eu . 

http://www.pepesec.eu/
http://www.eurocities.eu/


9 PEPESEC Executive Summary and Final Report | Manchester City Council  

 

 

The project identified, summarised and analysed 12 different planning process (including energy 

planning) case studies from across Europe, with respect to stakeholder engagement. This identified 

commonalities and differences between approaches and helped provided a foundation for 

developing a common stakeholder engagement methodology for partners in the PEPESEC project. 

Recommendations for stakeholder mapping and a structure for stakeholder organisation were 

developed during the project.  

 

A comprehensive best practice guide was developed out of the workshops and study visits to enable 

other cities to benefit from the experience of energy planning from the project partners. This is 

supported by a wide range of tools, case studies and documents available from the PEPESEC 

website.  

 

PEPESEC saw the use of a number of online tools to help in the project development including a 

partner intranet and an online knowledge base. A survey of partners led to the development and 

testing of an intelligent systems demonstrator as an aid to employing best practice in energy 

planning and, as part of this, a pilot project to test smart meters was developed within Amaroussion.  

 

The project evaluation undertaken within PEPESEC indicated high partner satisfaction with the 

energy planning process and the programme management.  

  

Key Outcomes  

 

11 Energy plans in 9 cities in 6 countries were developed as a result of the PEPESEC being supported 

by the Intelligent Energy Europe programme. The contract with the EU led to commitments within 

each municipality to drive this planning forward within the 30 month timescale of the project.  

Considerable knowledge transfer took place between all of the partners on the project and also saw 

much greater collaboration and mutual support developed between small teams in each 

municipality.  

The project contributed to an overall acceptance of the importance of Energy Planning within a 

municipal context. The partners were part of the Eurocities network and parallel to the project 

partners contributed and signed up to both ǘƘŜ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ƻŦ aŀȅƻǊ ǎ ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ άGreen Digital 

Charterέ . The project presented at European Energy Agency Conference in Malmo, and at 

EFONET/PACT workshop in Paris.  

A coordinated programme to enhance energy planning in cities provided a high level of stakeholder 

engagement and higher-level buy in supporting local practitioners and officials. 
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Project Background  

Overview  

 

PEPESEC was a 30 month project funded by the Intelligent Energy Europe Programme which ran 

from January 2008 to June 2010, particularly focusing on best practice developed over the past 30 

years in Sweden.  

In Sweden, energy planning has been used since the 1970s to help municipalities to contribute to 

more efficient use of energy resources, and more recently, to contribute to national targets for 

carbon reduction. 

The PEPESEC project brought together a consortium of city-region partners from Sweden, the UK, 

Greece, Italy, Spain and Poland to share best practice and enable partnership energy planning.  

The partner city-regions (Greater Manchester, Manchester, Oldham, Malmo, Murcia, Genoa, 

Amaroussion, Thessaloniki and Katowice) had a shared vision to learn from each other, and to 

develop energy plans within their own municipality.  

 

 

Malmo Energy Planning Workshop  
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Summary 

 

The project was able to use existing best practice in energy planning and to help develop that best 

practice. 

This was undertaken through the following :- 

- A knowledge base of European Case Studies for use in energy planning 

- Workshops on the Swedish Method of Energy Planning 

- Study Visits 

- Use of ICT tools  

- Development of methodology for stakeholder engagement  

- Stakeholder events 

- Best Practice toolkit development 

- Local, national and European dissemination     
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Objectives 

 

The headline objectives of the PEPESEC project (taken from the original work programme) were :- 

1. New approaches to energy planning at city regional level 

2. Supporting and consolidating the emergence of sustainable energy communities across 

Europe 

3. Developing new methodologies which are adaptable to diverse socio-economic 

environments across Europe 

4. Dissemination and networking of innovative practice across European city-regions 

This report summarises the methodology used for the practical application of Sustainable Energy 

Planning (SECs) across the project partners, details the progress on SECs in each of the 

municipalities, gives an overview of the deliverables created by the project, and identifies lessons 

learnt and next steps.  

It should be read in conjunction with the various resources created during the project, such as the 

Best Practice Guide, the database of case studies and the evaluation report, which can be found 

online at www.pepesec.eu.  

http://www.pepesec.eu/
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About the Partners  

UK 

Manchester City Council  

Manchester has been a member of the Eurocities Association of Metropolitan Cities 

[www.eurocities.eu] since 1992. Cllr. Richard Leese, Leader of Manchester City Council was elected 

to the Executive Committee of Eurocities in 1997, served as Vice-President of Eurocities from 2001 

to 2003 and was elected as President of Eurocities at the 2003 AGM for 2004-6. The 2006 AGM  was 

hosted by Manchester in November 2006. Eurocities now has a membership of more than 130 of the 

major cities of Europe  . 

Manchester is a pioneer in the development of new information and communication technologies 

όL/¢ǎύ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΣ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 

based computer information and communications system in 1990, establishing the first Electronic 

Village Halls across the city in 1992 and the Manchester Community Information Network in 1994. 

Manchester was a founding member of the European Telecities network and its first President in 

1994-1996. The Telecities network is now the Knowledge Society Forum of Eurocities. 

In 1996 Manchester was a founder member of the European Digital Cities programme supported 

under the 4th Framework Programme and the Infocities project supported through the TEN-Telecom 

programme. Since then Manchester has been involved in a wide range of trans-European 

programmes focused on e-government, social inclusion and the Information Society supported 

through Objective 2 Structural Funds, Community Initiatives (including EQUAL, Leonardo and 

Interreg II & III) and the 5th and 6th Framework Programmes. 

Manchester  coordinated the Intelligent Cities ς άLƴǘŜƭ/ƛǘƛŜǎέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ (2002-2005), funded under the 

9¦Ωǎ {ƛȄǘƘ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όCtсύ ŀǎ ŀƴ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Society Technologies (IST) Integrated 

Project (IP). The project  was a major European e-government projects and involved  22 cities, 20+ 

universities and 30+ companies.  Manchester   led ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ 

new 3D visualisation technologies to support urban redevelopment, building design and community 

consultation and participation in new developments. Manchester is currently coordinating the 

άDigital Environment Home Energy Management System (DEHEMS)έ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ 

Seventh Framework Programme (FP7), working with five cities in the UK, Bulgaria and Romania to 

develop and deploy interactive smart meters in the home, focusing on ways of using new Internet 

based applications to achieve behaviour change and greater ΨǎƳŀǊǘΩ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΦ 

aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΥ 

aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

working in a wide range of socio-economic environments. Manchester City Council, through its 

newly established Manchester Digital Development Agency (MDDA) www.manchesterdda.com , 

represents a diverse, multi-cultural urban environment which is at the forefront of innovative 

http://www.eurocities.eu/
http://www.manchesterdda.com/
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approaches to regeneration. The city was once ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά.ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ 

(then) Deputy Prime Minister. Manchester provides a dynamic test bed for applications and services 

being developed by its projects and partnerships, bringing together not only civic representatives, 

decision-makers and regeneration professionals at the highest level but also the local business 

community, research organisations, NGOs and community representatives. Manchester also plays a 

key role in networking and dissemination through the many European networks in which it is 

involved, such as Eurocities. 

Manchester  worked in partnership with Eurocities on the PEPESEC project in order to maximise the 

opportunities for collecting and disseminating good practice case studies. 

  

Manchester Knowledge Capital  

Manchester: Knowledge Capital is a dynamic force for innovation and economic transformation, 

built around a highly competitive combination of knowledge assets across the Manchester city 

region. 

Through a partnership of all ten Greater Manchester authorities, four universities, the strategic 

health authority, other key public agencies and leading businesses, Manchester: Knowledge Capital 

is working to secure substantial and sustainable growth which benefits all the people of Manchester 

ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ 

prosperity. 

Manchester: Knowledge Capital is unlocking opportunity through action in four areas: 

¶ Stimulating and supporting increased business innovation from research, science and 

knowledge; 

¶ Engaging with the people of Manchester in securing this future, through dialogue, debate, 

education and employment; 

¶ Supporting the growth of a city-region environment which facilitates business success, 

provides an outstanding quality of life and is open to all; 

¶ Championing and trying new ideas and new ways of living and working. 

Established in 2002, Manchester: Knowledge Capital has a small Executive Team led by Dr Cathy 

Garner, taking the lead on implementing the various programmes of activity. The Executive Team 

reports to the Manchester: Knowledge Capital Board ς a high level, predominantly private sector 

group that meets once a quarter to steer ongoing strategy. 

Since 2005, Manchester is my Planet (www.manchesterismyplanet.com ) has been working in 

partnership with Local Authorities, universities, businesses and nearly 20,000 individuals to pioneer 

new and innovative ways to tackle climate change. 

http://www.manchesterismyplanet.com/
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Through the pledge campaign, encouraging individuals to reduce their carbon footprint, and a 

number of innovative green energy projects, Manchester is my Planet aims to make Manchester the 

coolest and greenest city on earth. 

The Manchester is my Planet programme aims: 

¶ To deliver, and facilitate the delivery of, projects and processes that can move Greater 

Manchester along the path to a low carbon future and help the UK to meet the Government 

target of reducing CO2 emissions by 30% before 2020, and 60% before 2050. 

¶ To do this in a way that improves life quality, contributes to the social and economic 

prosperity of the city-ǊŜƎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 

sustainable living and working. 

Oldham MBC 

Oldham Council provides a wide range of services for the people of the Borough and manages an 

annual budget totalling about £500 million. The work of the Council is undertaken by five 

Departments which are answerable to the Cabinet of the Council. The Cabinet is the decision making 

body of the Council and acts in line with the policy framework and budget of the Council. A 

Standards Committee on probity, licensing and planning committees and six Area Committees 

complete the municipal structure. 

The unitary borough covers an area of 14,236 hectares comprising of an urban industrial /former 

industrial west (forming part of the Greater Manchester conurbation) and a rural/semi-rural upland 

east. Some 22% of the Borough is within the Peak District National Park. The population of the 

Borough is 218,000. 

ITALY 

Genoa  

ά/ƻƳǳƴŜ Řƛ DŜƴƻǾŀέ ƻǊ DŜƴƻŀ aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ 

territory 243 sq. km located in Northern Italy, at the Northern edge of the Tirrenian Sea;  The 

population is 618.438 inhabitants; density averaging 2553 inhabitants / sq.km. 

Genoa also is the capital town of the Provincia of Genoa, which has a surface of 1.838 sq. km and a 

population of 875.732  and of the Liguria Region, 5.421 sq. km and a population of 1.592.309. In 

Genoa are 69% of the Province and 38% of the Region population. 

Genoa Municipality is organized under divisions, project units and task forces, all dealing with 

administration and regulation purposes. Moreover, it has a strong share participation in AMGA, the 

formerly municipal gas and water distribution company, involved in the capillary methane 

distribution in the city; this cooperates in giving a sound experience in clean-energy related matters. 
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As stated in the Italian Public Administration Organisation, Genoa Municipality Official Statute 

indicates, among others (Title 1, Art. 3 ς Main objectives 2): 

ŀύ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΧ 

e) promotes the conditions for realisation of an efficient system of public and social services and 

best availability to all citizens, iƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘΧ 

ƘύΧ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΧ 

l) promotes the defence of nature, of living species and environmental and landscape resources 

ƴύΧŜƴƘŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ 

ǿƛƭƭΧ 

Accordingly, Genoa Municipality believes that assuring the liveability of the city means reducing the 

energy which is necessary in order to reach and live all its settings, by all the categories of people, 

without any discrimination based on gender, age or ability. The problem is very striking in Genoa, 

where the territory emphasizes the vertical dimension of the urban space. Accessibility thus means a 

quality of living that the city as physical entity must offer, and that thereby consists of adapting the 

different spaces by removing those obstacles that hinder a development of the whole potential 

autonomy and free choice by everyone, or by specifying alternative means of energy that allow to 

remove the same barriers with the lowest waste. 

POLAND 

Katowice 

¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŀǘƻǿƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎΦ CƻǊ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 

considered a city of coal mining, steel manufacturing, and heavy industry. Its diversifying economy is 

helping establish it as a key centre for learning and commerce. The City of Katowice is also both the 

Capital city and the largest city in the wider Katowice conurbation. 

While the project  concentrated on assisting the City of Katowice develop an energy management 

plan, the results  are particularly relevant to all 15 cities which are part of the Katowice 

Agglomeration. The Agglomeration is the heart of the largest and historically most important 

industrial region of Central Europe, and is dominated physically and economically by its massive 

complex of coal mines, metallurgic and chemical industries, and other heavy industries. In fact, the 

Agglomeration is a single mass of fifteen adjoining cities with a population of approximately 2.5 

million ς the most densely populated area in Poland. The largest municipality is Katowice with a 

current population of approximately 320,000 over an area of 164.5 sq. kilometres. Eight other 

municipalities have population in excess of 100,000, and there are also seven smaller municipalities. 

While all are independent legal jurisdictions, all share similar infrastructural and environmental 

problems. 



17 PEPESEC Executive Summary and Final Report | Manchester City Council  

 

²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ YŀǘƻǿƛŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ ΨŎƻŀƭ ōŀǎƛƴΩΣ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ млл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ 

generation and heat production is based on coal from nearby mines. This has been the cause of 

obvious problems including its contribution to poor air quality in the region and being a important 

source of greenhouse gases. Helping the City of Katowice develop an energy plan and giving it the 

opportunity to both share its experiences and learn from the best practices of other European cities  

has provided a critical step for the City, and the Agglomeration as a whole, to address its energy 

issues 

FEWE  

The Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency (FEWE) is a non-for-profit , non government organization 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мффлΦ C9²9Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

natural environment through promotion of energy efficiency. 

FEWE activity concentrates on: 

¶ Studies of aspects of the global economy that influence the situation in Poland. 

¶ Studies and analyses to support energy efficiency and environmental protection nationally, 

regionally and on a local scale. 

¶ Support for initiative, including joint ventures with foreign companies as well as transfer of 

energy efficient materials, technologies and know-how. 

¶ Training, consulting and the implementation of demonstration and pilot projects. 

¶ Public education. 

FEWE activity encompasses fuel and energy consumers (industry, trade and services, municipalities, 

households) as well as fuel and energy suppliers (electrical power engineering, gas engineering, heat 

engineering). 

FEWE actively participates in the changes taking place in Poland and Eastern Europe. FEWE has been 

involved in approximately 600 different international and domestic projects in energy and 

environment and demonstrated capabilities in policy advice, project development and management, 

energy planning, demonstration projects, program evaluation, technical assistance, financial 

engineering, tendering, energy audits and training. 

Related information: 

¶ local energy planning in municipality and communication with society to build energy 

sustainable economy in municipality 

ISD 

The ISD has operated since 1990 as an independent, non-governmental and non-profit organization. 

The mission is to implement and disseminate of the sustainable development concept in Poland. It 

focuses on policy issues and practical application following the policies. The Institute deals with the 

http://www.eplan.info.pl/
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fundamental problems of environmental policy aligned with economic and social development 

supplying the central government as well as local self-governments and NGOs with policy oriented, 

and multi-disciplinary expertise. Recently ISD is focusing on energy and climate issues. 

ISD acted as a strategic partner working with FEWE within PEPESEC in order to draw out key lessons 

in terms of the requirements of new member states and Objective 1 eligible areas. MCC and KC  

worked wiǘƘ L{5 ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ C9²9Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YŀǘƻǿƛŎŜ 

city-region and Poland as a whole. 

SPAIN 

Murcia 

The municipality of Murcia is located in the south east of the Iberian Peninsula, in the southern part 

of the Region of Murcia. Murcia is the capital of the Autonomous Community (Region) of the same 

name, which, with its area of 11,317 km2, is the largest autonomous community of only one 

province in Spain. According to census figures of population (2006)  Murcia has around 420,896 

inhabitants, placing it in the group of the seven most populated cities in Spain. Of this population, 

45% live in the city and the others in the outskirts (54 districts). 

Due to its status as regional capital, it is the home to official bodies, health and educational 

organisations (public and private Universities) which together with its flourishing service sector are a 

focus of attraction for the citizens of the whole region and even for those living outside the region. 

From an energy point of view, the City of Murcia receives more than 2.500 hours of sun per year. 

(Global insolation: 1,610kWh/m2 year). 

Since 1996, the City Council of Murcia has shown a firm commitment to ensuring that the criteria of 

environmental sustainability guide the development of our city. The process began with the 

άtǊƻƎǊŀƳŀ ¢ŜǊǊŀ ŘŜ 5ŜǎŀǊǊƻƭƭƻ {ƻǎǘŜƴƛōƭŜ ƳŜŘƛŀƴǘŜ tƭŀƴŜŀƳƛŜƴǘƻέ ό¢ŜǊǊŀ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƻŦ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 

Development through Planning). In 1999 it signed the Aalborg Charter, and began to design the 

Agenda 21 Local. In 2005, it joined, together with another 80 cities, the Red Española de Ciudades 

por el Clima (Spanish Network of Cities for Climate), which provides support to the cities in adopting 

the measures for fighting against Climatic Change, as well as promoting actions that favour the 

establishment of preventive policies in the Town Councils. 

The action plan which the member towns of the Network of Cities for Climate will adopt will be 

developed in two phases. In the first phase there are nine actions, including the approval of 

municipal bylaws regarding thermal solar energy for new constructions and for lighting, the 

progressive incorporation of energy efficiency systems and the implementation of renewable 

energies in municipal buildings and their dependencies and sensitising campaigns regarding the 

efficient use of energy. The second phase will include municipal energy plans, energy audits, design 

and approval of a Sustainable Mobility Plan, the promotion of means of transport that consume less 

energy and which are less pollutant, etc. According to that provided in Chapter III (Article 25, 26 and 

28) of the Regulatory Law 7/1985 of the Bases of the Local System, the City Council of Murcia has 
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responsibilities with respect to the Protection of the environment, and carries out complementary 

activities of Environmental Education. To this end, it carries out numerous actions, which would not 

have the desired effect without the necessary support of the general public. Therefore, for several 

years, the Regional Office for the Environment has been developing two complete Environmental 

Education Programmes, one for the general public and another for Schools and Associations within 

the City of Murcia, from which more than 200,000 school children have benefited during the 10 

years since it was first implemented. In the latter Programme, a selection of 12 main urban 

environmental subject areas complement the teaching activity, with talks, workshops, visits, etc. 

These subjects include Transport and Energy. 

GREECE 

Amaroussion  

The Municipality of Amaroussion is situated in the northern part of the greater Athens region. Its 

population  is approximately 100.000 inhabitants. This northern part of the greater Athens region is 

one of the most developed and high-income zones. More than 50% of the population hold a Higher 

Education Degree. 82% of the active population is employed in the tertiary sector, while the 

unemployment rate is around 10%. In the last sixteen years the city has been gradually transformed 

into a constantly increasing business centre, while there is still a growing demand of a large number 

of companies, of all economic sectors (industry, commerce, and services), to transfer their head 

offices in the city. 

Today, more than 1000 companies with more than 60.000 employees have moved in Amaroussion. 

The city is also one of the most important locations in Greece for companies that are related to 

advanced technologies. Last but not least, the Olympic Sports Complex, where most of the summer 

Olympic Games 2004 took place is located at the outskirts of the Municipality. 

A brief description of the activities of Amaroussion  is as follows: 

¶ Carrying out studies, which are related to the interests of the Municipality 

¶ Maintenance of facilities, that the Municipality possesses 

¶ Provision of new services and improvement of existing ones 

¶ Exploitation of any properties of the Municipality 

¶ Participation in enterprises and companies (municipal and private), which aim at providing 

service to the citizens of Amaroussion 

¶ Implementation of projects, which are related to the Municipality 

¶ Execution of financial services in accordance with the existing legal framework 

In relation to energy initiatives, the Municipality has formulated a plan for the rational consumption 

of energy and the control of electricity consumption in the municipal buildings. In addition, within 

the context of EU-funded projects, it has formulated a plan for the reduction of CO2 emissions as 

well as the installation of a photovoltaic in selected municipal buildings with the co-funding both of 

the European Commission and of the Greek Ministry of Development. 
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Thessaloniki 

Thessaloniki, a modern Greek city, the second biggest city of Greece. The city is built in the beach of 

homonym gulf [mycho] in the wider marine region of [Thermaikoy] gulf. Thessaloniki is the centre of 

Northern Greece, capital of Macedonia. It is found in a separate geographic place with direct 

connection to the all directions and it constitutes crossroad where are met the countries of Western 

Europe with the new states Central and Eastern Europe. Thessaloniki is named after Alexander the 

Great Sister and was build around 315 B.C. Also during the Byzantine time it was the second biggest 

city of the Byzantium empire. 

The municipality of Thessaloniki is the central and biggest Municipality of urban group of 

Thessaloniki, with a population of  750,000 residents. It constitutes a big organism with activities 

ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǾŜǊΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŜƭŦ-government. It is structured in seven Sub-

Municipalities [!ƴǘƛŘƛƳŀǊŎƘƛŜǎϐΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ  2,500,000 population, for the greater 

area of Macedonia. 

The city of Thessaloniki is the biggest employer in Northern Greece, with over 4.500 employees and 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ϵ300,000,000. 

During the last years has Thessaloniki been very active in participating in EU projects in order to 

exchange best practices from various departments, such as Architecture, Clean Energy, Culture, and 

more. 

During the Last 8 years the Mayor, Mr. Vasilios Papageorgopoulos,  has been very active in 

transforming the city.  with key priorities being the cultural sector and in clean energy resources. The 

Mayor has  also been pushing for the digitalization of municipality information and providing easy 

access to public. 

Thessaloniki has 2 major universities with over 150.000 students, both national but also 

international. 

Thessaloniki is active in the topic of clean energy. One of the Municipalities actions has been to 

create the Association of regional and municipal authorities of Greater Thessaloniki, Energy 

Department. The municipality has been active in national projects regarding  Clean energy, and is 

now more involved in EU projects for learning more and disseminating its results from other EU 

countries. 

Exallon 

Exallon is the consultancy company which is supporting the work of Thessaloniki  with experience is 

from  the fields of Project Management, Dissemination, IT/IS, e-Content, e-Government, 

Environmental, and Energy. This includes working with 
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1. Public Authorities 

Municipality of Thessaloniki, Prefecture of Thessaloniki, University of Thessaloniki, 

Municipality of Lachana, Municipality of Rhodos. 

2. Private sector 

Euroceramica S.A, Pelle Fashion Shoe industries, Intracom S.A. OTA Meizonos Thessalonikis, 

SIEMENS S.A. Companies Investing in Photovoltaics 

SWEDEN 

Malmo  

The City of Malmö is the third largest city in Sweden, the commercial centre of southern Sweden and 

an international city. This is expressed, not least, by the fact that Malmö has 270.000 residents who 

speak some 100 languages and belong to 164 different nationalities. Malmö is also undergoing a 

transition from being an industrial city to a city of knowledge. Older industries have been replaced 

by investments in new technology and training programmes of high calibre. Malmö University, which 

ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƛƴ мффуΣ ƛǎ {ǿŜŘŜƴΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǾŜƴǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎŎƻƳƳƻŘŀǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 

20.000 students. 

Malmö is very active in international and European cooperation, including as  active members of 

several European networks as Energie-Cites, Union of Baltic Cities, Eurocities, etc. Malmö takes part 

in more than 100 European projects and the Environment Department is one of the most active 

departments with 20 running European projects. 

A key point for Malmö was the hosting of the European Housing Expo, Bo01-City of Tomorrow 2001. 

This was a major event with 400.000 visitors during 4 months. The housing expo was a temporary 

exhibition but also the development of a brand new city district in the western harbour of Malmö. 

The objective was to show an international example of sustainable urban development. A holistic 

approach included all environmental aspects such as cleaning of brown land, waste management, 

construction and architecture, mobility, etc. The new district was supplied with 100% locally 

produced renewable energy. 

This innovative concept was awarded the European Commissions Campaign for Take-Off Grand Prize 

in 2000. The energy concept was supported by the FP5 programme, SURE/RESECO-project. The 

Bo01-Western harbour has been a motor for further development in Malmö towards sustainability 

and an inspiration to other development projects both in Malmö, Sweden and Europe. 

Skane Energy Authority (SEA)  

Regional energy agencies are from the beginning an incentive from the EU SAVE-program. Today 

there are about 260 agencies established in Europe. The tasks for regional energy agencies in 

Sweden are to work for an increasing use of renewable energy and an efficient use of energy in their 

own region with consideration to national and international goals of energy and environment. 
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Skåne energy agency is a unit within the Association of Local Authorities in Skåne. Skåne energy 

agency has no core funding from the local authorities  with all funding deriving from projects  

participated in,  locally, regionally or internationally. . 

At this moment Skåne energy agency is involved in several projects. One of {9!Ωǎ  basic tasks is to 

handle guidance of energy matters for private citizens and smaller companies in four municipalities 

in Skåne. At the same time  SEA coordinates a large project involving biogas matters in the region. 

The agency has a lot of experience of organizing seminars where different aspects of energy matters 

are discussed.  SEA is also involved in a project that aims to reduce energy use in hospitals. {9!Ωǎ 

latest  projectis energy planning in local authorities in Skåne. This is why, with this project in mind, 

Skane became a partner in the PEPESEC project. 

Energy Planning 

With support from the national Swedish Energy Agency, Skane energy agency initiated the work with 

energy planning in municipalities in Skåne. The concentration of effort started with a seminar to 

consider ǘƘŜ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ {ƪňƴŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 

agency started to be active as project leader in the planning process in two municipalities. SEA is 

currently in the middle of the planning process with these two municipalities and has opened 

discussions with other municipalities. Along with the planning process SEA will arrange workshops 

about energy planning, open for all Skåne´s municipalities. {9!Ωǎ ambition is, that in the future,  it 

will continue to assist  up to 5 other municipalities in Skåne to develop authoritative energy plans 
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Methodology  

Overview 

As a European project, with partners across Europe it was important that clear communication was 

undertaken and that the project partners   were able to meet on a regular basis to plan activity and 

deliver activity.  

Manchester City Council was the lead partner on the project and worked together  with the other 

Greater Manchester based partners, i.e. Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council and 

Manchester:Knowledge Capital (MKC) - who were responsible for the development of a strategic 

energy plan for the Greater Manchester city-region to  meet regularly throughout the project to 

steer the management of PEPESEC.  

Project meetings were held throughout the project, and were combined with Workshops on the 

Swedish methodology for energy planning and with study visits to  the  partner cities. Where 

convenient partners also included local stakeholder events at the same time as the study visit 

providing wider exposure and impact within each municipality.  

These physical meetings were also supplemented through online resources and the use of an online 

project management workspace (using the low-cost tool Huddle (www.huddle.net)). A large number 

of case studies were developed and made available online (energyplanning.pepesec.eu) and in order 

to have the widest range of good examples, the Eurocities network (www.eurocities.eu) which all 

partner cities were part of, was utilised to gather these good practices. A project website 

(www.pepesec.eu) and regular email bulletins provided regular contacts between all the partners on 

the project.  

 

http://www.huddle.net)/
http://www.eurocities.eu/
http://www.pepesec.eu/























































































