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Programme area:
	Horizontal – Sustainable Energy Communities

	Status:
	ongoing 


	Coordinator:
	Dave Carter, Manchester Digital Development Agency (MDDA),
Manchester City Council, UK
email: d.carter@manchesterdda.com
Tel: +44 (0) 161 255 8111

	Partners:
	Manchester Knowledge Capital, Great Britain

Oldham MBC, Great Britain

City of Malmo, Sweden

Skane Energy Agency, Sweden

City of Genoa, Italy

City of Murcia, Spain

Municipality of Amaroussion, Greece

City of Thessaloniki, Greece

Exallon, Greece

ISD - Institute for Sustainable Development, Poland

FEWE – Polish Foundation for Energy Efficiency, Poland

	Website:
	http://www.pepesec.eu


	Objective:
	What is the aim of your project?  
Development of sustainable energy communities through the use of energy planning, community engagement and innovative technologies.

	Benefits:
	Which added value does your project generate? 
Development of a best practice knowledge exchange network on sustainable energy communities including in specific areas such as partner/stakeholder engagement, community engagement and innovative uses of digital technologies


	Keywords:
	Energy planning, community engagement, technology innovation


	Duration:
	01/2008 – 06/2010

	Budget:
	€ 1.344.796 (EU contribution: € 672.398  (50%)

	Contract number:
	EIE-07-179 SI2.466281


Short description
The PEPESEC project will support the emergence of European sustainable energy communities through the use of local community planning for the efficient supply, distribution and use of renewable energy sources and improved management of conventional energy.  The project aims to learn from and widen the use of existing best practice energy planning methodologies (from Sweden and wider EU) and further develop these through the addition of innovative techniques to facilitate the involvement of all stakeholders whose buy-in and actions are required for effective energy plan delivery. Through partner/stakeholder engagement, community needs and aspirations will be recognised and incorporated into energy plans which promote the significant economic, social and environmental benefits of developing a low-carbon economy. Innovative uses of technologies, especially ICT, to support stakeholder engagement and sustainable energy awareness will be a feature of the project.

Expected and/or achieved results

Please list the key products, with their use and impacts, generated by - or expected from - your project 
Expected results:
· Interactive knowledge base about best practice in engagement approaches to build up partnership working to achieve sustainable energy communities – key focus on community engagement and behaviour change and how this can best be promoted and incentivised; 
· Toolkit on practice and methodologies for engaging partners and stakeholders and building sustainable partnerships together with sustainable energy action plans in participating city-regions;
· Advice and guidance on how engagement approaches, from policy/strategy level to practical (bottom up) level, can best be used to stimulate partner/stakeholder engagement in three key areas: senior decision makers (including at the political level), citizens and businesses;
· Identification of how innovative digital technologies and applications can be used to improve energy planning, community and business involvement and wider behaviour change;
· Establishing an effective dissemination and communications network through European local authorities and regional government agencies, coordinated through Eurocities and the Knowledge Society Forum – Telecities.
Lessons learnt

During the 2 years of the project, PEPESEC has primarily been concerned with knowledge transfer around Sustainable Energy Planning. The Swedish method of Energy Planning has been successfully disseminated to partners in the UK, Poland, Greece, Spain and Italy, all of whom have benefitted from an in-depth workshop on Energy Planning. In each of the different municipalities, there have been a range of differences, even in the case of Manchester and Oldham, two boroughs within the same city-region. The buy-in of local stakeholders has been key to enabling energy planning to rise up the agenda of each municipality, and stakeholder events have taken place alongside the study visits and the energy planning workshops in each country. 
The different governance in each part of Europe, as well as local differences around energy markets has also highlighted the need to support energy planning within the local, regional and national context. In a time-limited project such as PEPESEC, the different municipalities are at different stages within their development, and it is clear that much of the benefit of the knowledge transfer will be in the continuing energy planning activity that takes place after the project’s end. 
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