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Summary

The Knowledge Base produced through WP2 of the PEPESEC project, has formed a foundation layer the development of sustainable energy action plans in all the participating city-regions.

It also leaves a legacy of case studies, study visit reports and web tools to assist practitioners throughout the EU and beyond in advancing the development of sustainable energy communities.

Knowledge Base Elements

The Knowledge Base is a collective term for all the documents, case studies, articles and web tools produced through the PEPESEC project. Over the duration of the project, the Knowledge base evolved three URL access points. As the project concludes these have merged to produced a single-entry point, multi-faceted repository of knowledge to assist energy planning practitioners. 
All these materials can now be accessed via the main PEPESEC project website: http://www.pepesec.eu/
1) Archive of Energy Management / Energy Planning Case Studies

This searchable repository of around 200 case studies formed the first iteration of the knowledge base. All case studies were researched and published specifically for the PEPESEC project. 
Previously accessible at: http://www.pepesecenergyplanning.eu/
2) PEPESEC Project Website
The main project website was primarily designed as a dissemination aid for the project. During 2009 the website was revamped to include an RSS news feed and repository for additional knowledge base materials. 

These include:
· Detailed Energy Planning Case Studies

· Intelligent Systems Case Studies

· Energy Planning Best Practice Guide

· Study Visit Reports
· Project Newsletters

· News Articles

Available at: http://www.pepesec.eu/ 

2) Intelligent Systems Testbed
Developed by Manchester Digital Development Agency (MDDA) as part of WP5 (deliverable 5.3), this prototype webtool enabled users to build a repository of documents, webtools and links to assist them in managing knowledge inputs to the energy planning process.
Previously accessed by login at: http://bestpractice.pepesec.eu  

Use of the Knowledge Base to support the energy planning process

Feedback from partners has confirmed the achievement of the overall aim of the knowledge base. 
The study visits and case studies provided a wealth of inspiration and technical background to support the development of the ‘action plan’ aspect of the evolving energy plans. 

This was backed with the Best Practice Guide (deliverables 2.1 & 4.2) and Energy Planning Workshops (built into the study visits) which helped to orientate and guide participants in the process of partnership energy planning.
The project website and intelligent systems testbed has provided a solid foundation for organising and managing all the case studies, articles and webtools.
A Resource for Europe

The Knowledge Base will be retained as an archive of best practice and hard-won learning that will be available to practitioners throughout the EU and beyond. Collectively it represents a significant addition to European the knowledge base and a fitting legacy for the PEPESEC project.
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